
Working Party on Chemistry for Cultural Heritage 
 
 

Record of decisions of the Founding Meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark 
May 25th and 26th, 2009. 

 
 
Present: 
 
Kim Pilkjær Simonsen (Danish Chemical Society) 
Rocco Mazzeo (Società Chimica Italiana) 
Brenda Keneghan (Royal Society of Chemistry) 
Jana Sanyova (Société Royale de Chimie) 
Hadi Özbal  (Chemical Society of Turkey) 
Oliver Hahn  (Gesellschaft Deutscher Chemiker) 
Anatoly Revenko (Russian Scientific Council on Analytical Chemistry) 
 
Apologies: 
 
Michel Verdaguer (Société Francaise de Chimie) 
Ljiljana Damjanovic (Serbian Chemical Society) 
Manfred Schreiner (Gesellschaft Österreichischer Chemiker) 
 
 
 
Item 1. It was decided to change the name of the working party from "Working Party on 
 the Conservation of the Cultural Heritage" to Working Party on Chemistry for 
 Cultural Heritage. The motive for this was that several members of chemical 
 societies that are working in the field of chemistry and cultural heritage are 
 involved with archaeometry and archaeology and not only with conservation.  
 The new name covers all fields within the works of chemistry and cultural 
 heritage including conservation. 
 
Item 2: The Mission Statement of the working party was decided to be: 
 
 Mission Statement 
 
 The Working Party is a network of representatives from EuCheMS  member 
 societies working in chemistry for cultural heritage. 
 
 The Working Party provides a forum for the field of Chemistry and Cultural 
 Heritage. 
 
 The Working Party is based in Europe and aims to make links to related 
 Institutions all over the world. 
 
 The Working Party aims to collaborate closely with the professional 
 conservation community eg. IIC, ICOM-CC, ENCoRe etc. 
 
 The Working Party aims to motivate and assist the National Chemical Societies 
 in promoting the interest and knowledge of the relation between Chemistry and 
 Cultural Heritage in their countries. 



Item 3. It was decided that the members of the WP will meet once a year. The next 
 meetings will be held in: 
 
 2010: Ravenna, Italy, Sunday and Monday, July 4th & 5th. 
 
  In connection with the first International Congress of 
  Chemistry for Cultural Heritage, July 1st – 3rd, 2010. 
 
  Coordinator: Professor Rocco Mazzeo 
   University of Bologna 
   Dipatimento di Chimica 
   Via Selmi, 2 Bologna 
   Italy  
   e-mail: rocco.mazzeo@unibo.it 
 
 2011  Brussels, Belgium  (end of May or early June) 
 
  Coordinator: Dr. Jana Sanyova 
   Laboratoires IRPA, 
   Parc du Cinquantenaire,1 
    B-1000 Bruxelles 
   Belgium 
   e-mail: jana.sanyova@kikirpa.be 
 
 2012 Istanbul 
 
  In connection with the second International Congress of 
  Chemistry for Cultural Heritage, 2012. 
 
   Coordinator: Professor Hadi Özbal 
   Department of Chemistry  
   Bogazici University 
   Bebek 34342 Istanbul 
   Turkey 
   e-mail: ozbal@boun.edu.tr 
 
Item 4. It was decided that the WP will try to work for an International Congress in 
 Chemistry for Cultural Heritage every second year. 
 
 The first International Congress in Chemistry for Cultural Heritage, will be held 
 in 2010 in Ravenna, Italy, July 1st – 3rd. 
 
 Congress Chair:  Professor Rocco Mazzeo 
   University of Bologna 
   Dipatimento di Chimica 
   Via Selmi, 2 Bologna 
   Italy  
   e-mail: rocco.mazzeo@unibo.it 
  
 The 2nd announcement will be ready in August and placed on the website of 
 this Working Party and also sent to representatives of the respective members 
 societies of EuCheMS. 



 The second International Congress in Chemistry for Cultural Heritage will be 
 held in 2012 in Istanbul, Turkey. 
 
 The Chemical Society of Turkey has kindly offered to host and arrange this 
 Congress. 
 
 
Item 5. Regarding the 3rd EuCheMS Chemistry Congress in 2010 Nürnberg, Germany 
 29 August - 02 September, it was decided that the WP is not yet ready to work 
 for theme or a separate session on the Congress. Participation in this congress 
 will be on individual basis. 
 
 
Item 6. It was decided that members of the WP should try to make collaborations and 
 actual projects and to apply for funding either in national regi or in EU regi. 
 
 The individual members of the WP should try to contact their national chemical 
 society with respect to United Nations General Assembly resolution proclaiming 
 2011 as International Year of Chemistry. Since UNESCO (and IUPAC) are 
 helm of this event is a perfect opportunity to make publicity between chemistry 
 and cultural heritage. 
 
 
Item 7. By consensus it was decided that Kim Pilkjær Simonsen (Danish Chemical 
 Society) continue as chair of the WP and that the WP at the current only need 
 one person and not a full executive committee. 
 
 

 
Members of the Working Party on Chemistry for Cultural Heritage at the equestrian statue from 1768 of the 
Danish King Frederick V (1746-1766) at the Royal Palace, Amalienborg square, in Copenhagen. The pedestal 
received a new facing of Carrara marble in 1998 and already in 2000 extensive discoloured areas of orange and 
brown marred the surface. The working party has just been discussing the chemistry of this phenomenon. 
Lead salts on a pedestal of marble - a case story. Bredal-Jørgensen, J. et al. Proceedings from the International 
Conference of Salt Weathering on Buildings and Stone Sculptures 22-24 October 2008. The National Museum of 
Denmark, Copenhagen, Denmark. 


